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Florida Sept

Sept Honors New Chief
During Alafia Rendezvous

Don Boger Sr., left, took the helm as Florida Sept 
Chief from outgoing Chief Stephen Vermilye. Photos: Pages 4 & 5 n Games winners: Page 6

Continued on page 7

 A new Sept chief, a renewal of  vows and a pot 
of  rich chocolate were among the unique highlights this 
January when Florida Sept members joined with their 
kith from across the country for the 2008 Alafia River 
Rendezvous.
 Dozens of  members turned out for the event, 
which annually includes Highland games for adults and 
teens, a ceilidh and the Sept’s banquet.
 Don Boger Sr., who has served as the Sept cadet 
for two years, was honored as the Florida Sept’s new 
chief  during the annual banquet. The father of  three 
from Cape Coral received his chief ’s feather from Steve 
Vermilye, who concluded his term of  service at the 
Alafia.
 With a new chief  came a new cadet. Jeff  Bills of  
Merritt Island will serve as cadet for two years, rising to 
his own term as chief  in 2010. (Meet Jeff  on page 2.)
 The Sept was honored to have Wolf  XIV, 
National Chief  Missy Clark, in attendance for a few days 
during the rendezvous. Although Missy had been under 
the weather leading up to the Alafia, she kept herself  

Plans Underway for 2008 Summer Gathering
The dog days are again approaching — what 

better time for Clann Wolf  to come together for a mid-
year fling?

This year’s Summer Gathering will take place 
July 26 in Lakeland. Although plans are still being 
finalized at press time, this year’s gathering is expected 
to follow the format of  past events, including an early 

dinner at Hooked on Harry’s Bar and Grille (101 N. 
Kentucky Ave., menus at www.hookedonharrys.com), 
drinks and entertainment at nearby Molly McHugh’s 
Irish Pub, and lodging at The Lakeland Terrace Hotel 
(www.terracehotel.com or 888-713-2123. Be sure to 
mention Clann Wolf  when you make your reservation.)

To learn more, see “From the Chief ” on page 2.
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Dear Fellow Wolfies,
 I hope you had a 
wonderful spring. It looks 
as though summer is upon 
us — crank down the air 
conditioning! With that note 
in mind, it is once again time 
to talk about our summer get 
together.
  Lakeland seems 
to be a central location for 
everyone — no complaints 
heard so far. I am in contact 
with the Terrace Hotel to book 
a block of  rooms for July 26th. I spoke to Jim Hull at 
the Frontiersman meeting in May, and he will try and 
make sure his band will be playing at Molly McHugh’s 
that evening for our entertainment. I will notify Harry’s 
Seafood Bar and Grill of  the coming invasion of  Scot’s 

FROM THE CHIEF

Chief Don Boger Sr.

NAME: Jeffery Bills

JOB: As a quality 
assurance inspector for 
Boeing, he makes sure 
payloads are loaded 
properly on the space 
shuttle. 

MILITARY SERVICE: 
12 years, U.S. Marine 
Corps.

WHY CLANN WOLF? 
“There’s this evil guy 
named Jack.” Jeff, a history buff, works with 
National Cadet Jack McDonald, who introduced him 
to re-enacting and Clann Wolf. Jeff  spread the love 
to his brother, Curt, and cousin, Troy Poulin, who 
have since joined Clann Wolf.

OTHER INTERESTS: He is also a Florida 
Frontiersman, a Mason, a husband and a cat owner.

 Cadet Jeff Bills

Meet Your Sept CadetFROM THE CADET
Fellow Clansman and Ladies,

I would like to thank you all for your support 
and the work that you did in putting on the games, 
dinner and ceilidh. A lot of  you might not know, but 
when I travel to events out of  state, the Florida Sept 
is the talk of  the camps. People who have been to the 
Alafia talk of  what wonderful hospitality you all provide. 
It makes me very proud to be your cadet.

 Since becoming your cadet, I’ve been 
approached by several members with suggestions on 
how we can improve the clan and have more fun. I 
will be working with our wonderful Chief  Don Boger 
to try to make some of  these suggestions happen. If  
you should have an idea or suggestion, please let me 
know. I’m always open for any chance to wear a kilt and 
partake of  fun and libation.

 If  you get a chance to make any events outside 
of  Florida, please let me know. I will do my best to make 
Florida Sept the best in Clann Wolf.
 Your Humble Servant,

— Jeff  Bills

on the 26th of  July. Time goes quick when you are having 
fun, so we must be having a blast! We look forward to 
seeing everyone in Lakeland. Hope you can make it; we 
always have a good time. I can’t think of  a greater bunch 
of  folks to hang out with.
 My able cadet, Jeff  Bills, volunteered to give a 
seminar on the Scotch influence in the Southeast at the 
April Florida Frontiersman meeting. He was assisted by 
Cinnamon Bair and me. We got off  to a shaky start with 
me going first, then Jeff  kicking it up a notch, then a 
strong finish with Cinnamon. It was received well by the 
club members, and I thank Jeff  for taking the initiative 
to spread the word about us. 
 I would like to close with a quote from George 
Washington (a fellow Celt) “If  all else fails, I will retreat 
up the valley of  Virginia, plant my flag on the Blue 
Ridge, rally around the Scotch-Irish of  that region and 
make my last stand for liberty amongst a people who 
will never submit to British tyranny whilst there is a man 
left to draw a trigger” at Valley Forge.
 Alba Go Bragh.

— Don Boger Sr.
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Clann Wolf
Florida Sept

Sept Chief:  Don Boger Sr., Cape Coral
  dbogersr@embarqmail.com

Cadet:  Jeffery Bills, Merritt Island
  jeffery.l.bills@boeing.ksc.nasa.gov

Treasurer:  Pam McSheehy, Miami

Scribe:  Cinnamon Bair, Gainesville
  cinbair@hotmail.com

Annual memberships expire each January. Dues are 
$15 per household. Please send your check to Mem-
bership Chair Jean Knight,141 Summerset Dr., Punta 
Gorda, FL 32118-8316. Make checks payable to Clann 
Wolf. 

 In April, Chief  Don Boger Sr., Cadet Jeff  Bills and 
Scribe Cinnamon Bair presented a one-hour seminar about the 
Scots in the South for the Florida Frontiersmen. The threesome 
discussed how the Battle of  Culloden and the 
Clearances drove Scots to the New World, 
settling first in the Carolinas, then Georgia and 
eventually Florida.
 The following is an abbreviated recap 
of  the Scottish history presented for Florida.

*****
 When the first Scots started 
traveling to Florida in the late 1700s, 
they came in pursuit of  their favorite 
thing: Money.
 The peninsula was ripe for the 
picking. It was briefly owned by England 
from 1763 to 1783, leaving its borders 
open to subject of  the crown. And 
there wasn’t much money to be had in 
the other 13 colonies to the north — 
they were somewhat preoccupied with 
independence and war during that time.
 So a variety of  Scots — some 
respectable, others not — ventured into La Florida to 
make their fortunes.
 Andrew Turnbull, for instance, convinced 
investors he could build a thriving colony in Florida by 

attracting impoverished Mediterranean peoples to come 
as indentured servants. The investors agreed, giving 
him enough money to transport and feed 500 colonists. 

Turnbull recruited 1,500.
  From 1768 to 1777, Turnbull’s 
colonists were starved, abused and 
mistreated in the name of  profits. 
Roughly four-fifths of  the colonists died. 
It took the Florida governor stepping in 
to grant the workers their freedom.
  Not every Scot who came to 
Florida had nefarious intentions. Many 
of  them were traders, including William 
Panton and John Leslie. In 1783 they 
established Panton, Leslie and Co. in 
Pensacola.
 Thanks to a deal that gave them 
exclusive trading rights with the Creeks, 
their store grew into one of  the most 
successful ventures in Florida. It grew 
into an international firm with offices in 
Nassau, London, Havana, St. Augustine, 
New Orleans and Mobile. It remained in 

operation 34 years.
 Of  course, money isn’t the only thing the Scots 
made when they came to Florida. They also made 
babies.
 It was common for Scottish traders to form 
liaisons and marriages with Indian women. After all, 
the cultures are somewhat similar: Scots have clans, and 
Indians have tribes, for instance. And the British think 
we’re all savages, so we’re in the same boat!
 As a result of  these couplings, many Seminoles 
are also Scottish. Andrew McGillivray — a noted Creek 
chief  and diplomat who negotiated Panton, Leslie and 
Co.’s lucrative trade agreement with the Creeks — was 
the son of  a land-owning Scot from Charleston and 
Savannah. Likewise Peter McQueen, a Seminole leader 
during the First Seminole War, was the son of  a well-
known trader.
 Possibly the best known Scottish Seminole, 
however, was McQueen’s grand nephew — Billy Powell, 
who grew up not far from the Florida Frontiersmen’s 
property in Homeland. Today we know him as Osceola, 
one of  the major leaders in the Second Seminole War. 

For Early Florida Scots, It Was All About Money ... and Women

Scottish influence can be 
seen in Seminole clothing.
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There was no end to the fun at this year’s Alafia River Rendezvous in
January. Clockwise from top left:

TIE ONE ON: Dave and Erin Willard are handfasted by Missy Clark as they 
renew their vows. Smile, Boomer!

CHOCOHOLICS: Megan Mutchler, left, and Missy Clark, center, served as 
hostesses for a ladies chocolate.

DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL: Most chiefs give their successor a feather. Don 
Boger got a little something extra from outgoing Chief Steve Vermilye.

SHWING! Clann members watch the annual flinging of the potato via
trebuchet.

TWINKLE TOES: Great form could go only so far for Patrick Richards as 
the Sept’s rope-wrapped hammer broke not once, but twice. He still won.

SLAINTE, MON: “Jamaican” Chief Lucky Dave enjoys the annual dinner.

A Good Time Was Had...
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Ladies’ Games 

Best Overall
1.  Yvonne Cormier
2.   Marianne Slike
3.   Cinnamon Bair

Caber Toss
1.   Yvonne Cormier
2.   Cinnamon Bair
3.   Yvonne Cormier

Stone Throw
1.  Yvonne Cormier
2.   Marianne Slike
3.   Maggie Jesseph 

Haggis Toss
1.   Marianne Slike
2.   Maggie Jesseph
3.   Michelle Burgess
      Cinnamon Bair
      Shawn Wilson

Men’s Games 

Best Overall
1. Patrick Richards
2. Chris Boger
3. Rick Jesseph

Caber Toss
1. Patrick Richards
2. Justin Urbantas
3. Russ Johnston

Stone Throw
1. Chris Boger
2. Rick Jesseph
3. Patrick Richards

Hammer Throw
1. Patrick Richards
2. Chris Boger
3. Reed Putnall

The Winners Are...

Cinnamon Bair • John & Deb Bennett • Barb Boger 
Boomer’s Forge • Blacksmoke Forge • Burning J Forge 

• Curiosities Made • Father, Son & Friends 
Florida Frontiersmen Inc. • Folkcraft Music

Ghost Forge • Hamilton Dry Goods • Irish Maid
Kentucky Leather • Meadowsweet • Mountain Forge 

Ohio Valley Peddler • The Old Man 
Penn Yankee Trader • Pepe’s Possibles • Sands Pottery

SS Sprinkle Pottery • Larry Shaw Coppersmith
Split Rails • Sunbury Merchant • Table Rock Traders 

Tender Ties - Ruth Charlier • Timberline Traders
Two Moons Trading • Steven Vermilye

Michael Wise Knives • Whisper Creek Traders 
Wonky Wood Works • Wooden Hawk

Thanks to our Donors

Girls’ Games 

Best Overall
1.   Emily Diggs
2.   Emily Stone
3.   Darien Mahoney

Stone Throw
1.   Lana Kidd
2.   Darien Mahoney
3.   Caroline Staniski

Haggis Toss
1.   Rebecca Collar
2.   Lana Kidd

Foot Race
1.   Lana Kidd
2.   Rebecca Collar
3.   Darien Mahoney

Boy’s Games 

Best Overall
1. Zach Lee
2. Jesse Palm
3. Logan Cooney

Stone Throw
1. Steve Warren
2. Jesse Palm
3. Mike Perry

Caber Toss
1. Zach Lee
2. Jesse Palm
3. Logan Cooney

Haggis Toss
1. Christopher Corbin
2. Brennen Cooney
3. Cory LaRoe

Foot Race
1. Zach Lee
2. Logan Cooney
3. Jesse Palm

Chris Boger gives his all as he throws for a first-
place finish in the men’s stone throw. 
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quite busy during her stay. In addition to overseeing the 
Highland games on Tuesday and the annual banquet 
on Wednesday, she hosted a ladies’ chocolate with 
Megan Mutchler of  Raystown Forge — an event so well 
attended, it had to be moved to the schoolhouse.
 Missy also officiated over a blessed event: David 
and Erin Willard of  Boomer’s Forge renewed their 
wedding vows. We’re pleased to report that, despite 
profuse encouragement from the crowd, Erin did not 
plunge the dagger into Boomer’s heart when the weapon 
was proffered during their traditional Scottish ceremony.

 Please note: If  you did not pay your dues at the 
Alafia River Rendezvous, please pay now to stay current 
with Clann Wolf. Anyone who has not paid will be re-
moved from the national membership list as well as this 
mailing list.
 Dues are $15 per household. Please send your 
check to National Membership Chair Jean Knight, 141 
Summerset Dr., Punta Gorda, FL 32118-8316 . Make 
checks payable to Clann Wolf. 

Please Pay the Piper We’re on the Web!
For the latest Clann Wolf  news, event dates, 

newsletter issues for local septs, photos, 
membership information and more, visit Clann of  

the Wolf ’s expanded national Web site at 

www.clannofthewolf.org

 As always, the Florida Sept owes a debt of  
thanks to all those who helped with this year’s events, 
including Jon Eldeen and his staff  at the Hang Around 
Café, which again catered this year’s dinner; Shawn 
Wilson, who headed the dinner decorating committee; 
Joey Hall of  Father, Son and Friends, who ran the 
ceilidh; Barb Boger and Linda Grinolds, who again 
served as game scorekeepers; Darnell Grinnolds, who 
served as game judge; piper Bob Blanchard; the Georgia 
Sept, which ran the children’s games; and all of  our 
friends and sponsors who donated prizes.
 For further coverage of  this year’s rendezvous 
events, see pages 4-6.

Steve Vermilye, ever-
ready with his bodhran 
at hand, enjoys an eve-
ning of music at Don 
and Barb Boger’s tent 
during the 2008 Alafia 
River Rendezvous.

A Little 
Night Music

Alafia Rendezvous
From page 1
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NEWS BRIEFS
IN MEMORIUM: 
Candy Snyder, who 
with her husband, 
Butch, served as 
booshway for the 
2005 Alafia River 
Rendezvous, died May 
18. She was a longtime 
member of  the 
Florida Frontiersmen 
and a member of  
the Sorry Sisters 
dulcimer group with 
Mary Betts and Barb 
Davis. The Florida 
Frontiersmen have 
established a Web page 
in Candy’s memory 
— to see it, visit www.
floridafrontiersmen.org/candysnyder.html.

SAVE A STAMP: Some members asked to receive 
newsletters by e-mail rather than through the post 
office. We’re happy to oblige. If  you’d like to receive 
your newsletter electronically, please send your name 
and e-mail address to cbair@uff.ufl.edu. We will send 
you your newsletter as a PDF as soon as its available, as 
well as occasional invitations and updates that may need 
faster attention than our newsletter can provide. Don’t 
have a computer? Don’t worry – if  we don’t hear from 
you, we’ll still send your newsletter by snail mail.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Jean Knight 
volunteered to serve as Clann Wolf ’s national 
membership chair. Jean will help us keep better track of  
who is who – including providing up-to-date newsletter 
mailing lists (the Scribe cheers!) Some problems have 
already been discovered. Jean asks that everyone who 
paid dues by check go through their bank statements to 
make sure their check has cleared. If  you have problems 
or questions, please contact Jean by mail or phone 
(sorry, no e-mail) at 141 Summerset Dr., Punta Gorda, 
FL 32118-8316 or 941-626-7709. By the way, 2008 dues 
– just $15 per household – are now past due. 

BACK TO THE ENVELOPE: In an attempt to skip 
stuffing envelopes last issue, the Scribe experimented 
with a new self-mailing newsletter. Post office 
instructions were double-checked and followed precisely, 
but that didn’t prevent a number of  newsletters from 
being damaged. Many apologies for the inconvenience 
– we’ll be sticking with envelopes (or, better yet, e-mail) 
from now on.

BABY ON BOARD: Watch for news this September 
about Jillian Knight, Georgia Sept chief  and daughter 
of  Steve and Jean Knight. She and Vinson are expecting 
their first child roughly a month before the Eastern. 
Lady of  Letters will be taking a break as of  this summer 
as they prepare for their new arrival. As of  this writing, 
they had not yet learned whether it’s a boy or a girl.

REMEMBERING MOUSE: 
For those who remember Eric 
Haring — more notoriously 
known as “Mouse” — Dana 
Bearry purchased a holly tree 
last winter on behalf  of  the 
Florida Sept. During the Sept’s 
annual meeting at Alafia, Jean 
Knight suggested the tree be 
planted at Mouse’s old Alafia 
campsite. Jeff  Bills needs help 
determining where that site 
would be – if  you can offer 
assistance, please contact him 
at jeffery.l.bills@boeing.ksc.
nasa.gov.

ON THE ROAD: Steve and 
Jean Knight were spotted at 

the Loch Norman Games in North Carolina. Jeff  Bills 
and Jack McDonald travel to Culloden. Others of  us 
travel to the Southeastern, the Eastern and a variety 
of  points in between. Florida Sept therefore extends 
far beyond Florida’s borders. If  you have a travel story 
to share, send your brief  description or photographs 
to cinbair@hotmail.com for possible inclusion in the 
newsletter. Please put “Clann Wolf ” in the subject line.

Butch and Candy Snyder

Eric “Mouse” Haring


