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Florida Sept

By Jeff  Bills
 Reenacting kith and kin came together Dec. 6 
when Dana Bearry again hosted the Clann Wolf  Holiday 
Feast.
 We had a great time at the party, which 
took place at the Florida Frontiersmen’s property in 
Homeland. A lot of  people put in hard work and made 
it happen. We need to make sure we thank Dana and 
Morris Bearry for all their hard work preparing and 
cleaning up. Debbie Sands, Kathy Hammond and Chief  
Don Boger under the direction of  the First Lady Barb 
Boger did a beautiful job decorating. 
 I think my wife, Karen, counted 28 people. We 
had a few Florida Frontiersmen and the Booshways, 

Susan and Charlie Chapman, and the Segundos, Clayton 
and Janie Graves, as guests. We were also honored the 
presence of  the National Cadet, Jack McDonald. The 
meal consisted of  salmon, roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
corn beef  & cabbage with carrots, turnips, salad and 
assorted desserts. There were plenty of  libations on 
hand.
 I believe we have at least two possibly three new 
families who want to join Clann Wolf.
 We ate, I made a bunch of  toast to “loosen the 
wallets and purse strings,” then the auction. Chief  Don 
was the auctioneer and did a great job. Afterwards there 
was a lot of  socializing. 
 If  you weren’t there, you were missed!   

Florida Sept celebrates with holiday dinner

The Parade of Tartans kicks of the Highland 
Games at the 2008 Alafia River Rendezvous.

See you at the Alafia
	 It	will	be	a	special	Alafia	River	Rendezvous	for	
Clann Wolf  this year with a new chief, new events and a 
celebration of  Robert Burns.
 Many of  our favorite events will be back, but 
with new twists. The Highland games will take place as 
usual Tuesday morning, but with different events thrown 
in, Cadet Jeff  Bills reports. A seniors games is planned 
for Thursday.
 The annual banquet Wednesday evening will 
feature Florida Sept’s Jack McDonald, national cadet, 
accepting his chief ’s feather from Wolf  XIV, Missy 
Clark. Tickets for the banquet may be purchased from 
Pam McSheehy, who is usually found near Curiosities 
Made	across	from	the	hawk	blocks/rifle	range.
 The ceilidh, which is open to all, will take place 
Wednesday night. Chief  Don Boger is offering to host 
this year’s ceilidh at his camp so that we may enjoy a 
campfire	and	a	cozy	atmosphere.	He,	too,	camps	near	
Curiosities Made.

 The week will conclude at 7 p.m. Saturday with 
a celebration of  Robert Burns’ 250th birthday in the 
school	house.	A	final	toast	is	planned	for	midnight.



Dear Fellow Wolfies,
 Just where exactly 
did the summer go? Seems 
like only yesterday we were 
planning summer get aways.
 The Sept had a great 
turnout for our Summer 
Fling in Lakeland. Twenty 
something for dinner at 
Harry’s, and then on to Molly 
McHugh’s where our ranks 
doubled. Everyone had a great 
time thanks to Chris and his 
band featuring our Jim Hull on 
bodhran. I’m sure it was a memorable night for Jim.
 We also attended our Second Annual Scottish 
Christmas Party on Dec. 6 at the Frontiersmen property 
in Homeland after the club meeting. Dana Bearry once 
again headed up this event. Thank you for all your hard 
work. The cost of  admission was a dish to share and an 
item to auction after dinner. I played auctioneer, assisted 
by Jeff  Bills. The Sept provided the meat and some 
beverage.
 My able cadet Jeff  Bills has some new twists 
to	the	Alafia	Highland	Games,	but	I	won’t	steal	his	
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FROM THE CHIEF

Clann Wolf
Florida Sept

Sept Chief:  Don Boger Sr., Cape Coral
  dbogersr@embarqmail.com

Cadet:  Jeffery Bills, Merritt Island
  jeffery.l.bills@boeing.ksc.nasa.gov

Treasurer:  Pam McSheehy, Miami

Scribe:  Cinnamon Bair, Gainesville
  cinbair@hotmail.com

Annual memberships expire each January. Dues are 
$15 per household. Please send your check to Clann 
Steward Larry Clark,9649 Barkertown Rd., Dalton, NY 
14836. Make checks payable to Clann Wolf. 

Chief Don Boger Sr.

FROM THE CADET

thunder. I think everyone will like the changes; some 
new ideas are a good thing to keep things fresh. We 
have	a	busy	schedule	at	Alafia,	now	less	than	a	month	
away.  Our own Jack McDonald will become Wolf  XV 
at the Banquet on Wednesday evening. A new event, 
the Olde Farts Highland games on Thursday, should be 
interesting.
 I look forward to seeing you at the rendezvous 
in January, please come and join us.
 Alba go Braugh!

Don Boger Sr.— 

 The year has quickly passed; it seems like 
yesterday	that	I	made	a	list	of 	things	at	Alafia	that	I	
wanted to make for this year’s event. I told myself  I 
wasn’t going to wait until the last minute to scramble 
and get them done. Well, now I scrambling. 
 When I was elected Cadet, I asked for your 
input and ideas to make the Highland games better and 
more enjoyable. I got some great ideas from you all, and 
we will try them this year. There will be some different 
events this year. I’m not going to tell you all what they 
are.	This	will	even	the	playing	field	for	all.	Prizes	will	be	
awarded differently also.
 I would like to remind everyone that their 
dues	are	due	at	Alafia	and	to	see	Larry	Clark	to	take	
care of  them. I encourage everyone who has an e-mail 
address to please include it since this will aid in “getting 
the word out” on short-term events. I would like to 
personally thank every Clann Wolf  member for a 
wonderful year. I would also like to thank our Chief  
Don Boger and the First Lady Barb for all they have 
done this year, and I’m looking forward to another great 
year.
 Some new things I’m looking into include:
maybe a Scotsmen shoot — you would have to 
wear a kilt or Scottish clothing. We would shoot at 
Englishmen/redcoats; maybe a hawk throw, spear throw 
and archery; and maybe a round of  golf. I have some 
ideas for that. 
 May you all have a wonderful and safe holiday 
season!
 Your humble servant...

— Jeff  Bills
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 Donations are being gathered to build at 
playground	at	the	Alafia	River	Rendezvous	site	in	
memory of  Liam James Larrow, a 13-month-old Florida 
Frontiersman from Mulberry who died in September.
	 Liam’s	family	is	well	known	to	Alafia	participants	
— he was the son of  Jim and Kelly Larrow and the 
grandson of  Bob and Bert Aurich.
 Liam, who was born Aug. 31, 2007, had Hurler’s 
Syndrome, and exceedingly rare condition in which the 
cells do not produce enough of  a certain enzyme that 
tell	them	when	to	flush	themselves	of 	waste	materials.	
He received enzyme replacement therapy and a bone 
marrow	transplant	before	his	first	birthday,	but	his	lungs	
collapsed on Sept. 24. He died the next day.
 Liam touched many people during his few 
months of  life — he was at the 2008 rendezvous and, 
once diagnosed, was featured in the local newspaper. 
A blog was established to follow his story at www.
caringbridge.org/visit/liamlarrow, and the Florida 
Frontiersmen dedicated a site to his memory at www.
floridafrontiersmen.org/Liam.html.
 Liam was buried in his daddy’s Marine Corps 
Dress Blues. “Even though Liam never went to Parris 
Island for boot camp, he’s tougher than any Marine I 
have ever met,” Jim wrote on Liam’s blog. “He deserves 
the Dress Blues and the title ‘United States Marine’ 
more than I do. When he got to heaven on Thursday 

Help Frontiersmen remember Liam Larrow

Liam Larrow, died in September from Hurler’s 
Syndrome, which keeps the body from eliminat-
ing waste properly. He was 13 months old.

wearing his Dress Blues to report for duty, the Marines 
at the gate welcomed Liam into the Brotherhood.”
 A playground was already being considered by 
the	planning	committee	for	the	Alafia	site	in	Homeland,	
says past booshway Dana Bearry. 

We’re on the Web!
For the latest Clann Wolf  news, event dates, 

newsletter issues for local septs, photos, 
membership information and more, visit Clann of  

the Wolf ’s expanded national Web site at 

www.clannofthewolf.org

 The	Alafia	River	Rendezvous	in	January	marks	
the beginning of  Clann Wolf ’s year — making it the 
time to pay your membership dues.
 Annual dues are still $15 per household, payable 
to Larry Clark, Clann Steward. Please stop by Larry and 
Missy’s tent (Barkertown Sutlers) to pay your dues, check 
your mailing information and, if  possible, leave your e-
mail address.
 I encourage you to please pay your dues early. 
Florida Sept’s mailing list is derived from the member-
ship	list	produced	at	the	end	of 	Alafia.	There’s	not	a	
clear-cut system for updating that list later in the year, 
and as a result you may be inadvertently left off  our 
mailings — both print and e-mail — for the newsletter.
	 If 	you	can’t	make	it	to	Alafia,	however,	or	you	

don’t have a chance to pay Larry, checks may be sent at 
any time to Larry Clark, 9649 Barkertown Road, Dal-
ton, NY 14836. A handy membership form, if  needed, 
can be downloaded at http://www.clannofthewolf.org/
memberduespage.html.

Annual Dues Reminder
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More than 20 members of the Florida Sept enjoyed dinner, music, 
dancing and overall shenanigans in July when the clan had its an-
nual gathering in Lakeland.

(Clockwise from top left)
Let’s Eat: Sept members chat over dinner at Harry’s Seafood Bar 
and Grill.

Bust a Move: Chief Don Boger and his wife, Barb, get their groove 
on at Molly McHugh’s.

Fire in the Hole!: Don’t leave Cinnamon Bair waiting for dinner to 
long -- she turns sugar packets into spoon-lobbed projectiles.

Now Was That So Bad?: It took some convincing to get Debbie 
Sands’ picture. Isn’t she cute?

Summer Gathering 2008
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Jim Hull Fan Club
Florida Sept’s own Jimmy Hull, above, 
who regularly performs on his bodhran at 
Molly McHugh’s, helped provide
entertainment in more ways than one 
during the summer gathering. Fans lined 
up for autographs, helpfully adding a line 
and “sign here.” Apparently Jim will sign 
anything!
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“I am Come Home”
Florida Sept members travel to New York to greet Bonnie Prince Charlie.
By Dana Bearry

Each year Clann Wolf ’s New York 
Sept hosts “I Am Come Home,” a living 
history event that portrays the 1745 arrival of  
the Bonnie Prince, Charles Stuart, in Scotland. 
This August five of  our Sept members — 
Dana and Nita Bearry, Jeff  and Curt Bills 
and Jack McDonald — made the journey to 
Fort Ontario in Oswego, N.Y., to welcome the 
Prince.
 Dana was kind enough to write us a 
letter and tell us their experiences:

Nita and I had the best of  times, 
traveling with good friends and meeting 
so many new people who accepted us as 
part of  their Clan family.

We came into Fort Ontario 
late Friday afternoon on the 29th. The 
Lochliel (Larry Clark) and Chief  of  
Clann Wolf  (Missy Clark) had arranged 
a wedge tent and two cots for us. We dressed into our 
1745 period clothes and, after many introductions, 

began helping out 
with preparing 
the evening meal. 
Clann Wolf, New 
York Sept, provided 
everything. Fort 
Ontario and the 
Town of  Oswego 
welcomed us with 
open arms and a 
keg of  beer.

This was my 
first	event	where	
one is expected to 
stay	in	first	person,	
so Missy Clark 
coached us as we 
went along; don’t 
look the Prince in 
the eye (I would 

concentrate on the top button of  his coat); always wear 
your	apron;	don’t	go	onto	the	battle	field	or	participate	
in the Highland games. When the Prince was in the area, 
a shout of  “Cameron’s take care” would bring out all 
the Scots. You’d stop whatever you were doing at the 
time, always being careful not to turn your back toward 
the	Prince.	I	had	to	take	the	pot	from	the	fire	several	
times to keep the porridge from burning, as this prince 
enjoyed taking walks. It was really fairly simple to catch 
onto and mostly just common sense. Nita and I found 
our	niche	by	the	kitchen	and	cooking	fires,	where	help	is	
always appreciated. 

 Saturday, following a breakfast of  barley 
porridge and sausages, the men assembled to go down 
to the shore and meet the Prince, who was arriving by 
sail boat. Once he was rowed to shore and came into 
camp, he spoke to the assembly, greeting us all and 
rallying his loyal clansmen for battle. The battle ensued 
and the English forces won the day. Several participants 
portrayed the English and some of  these women 
dumped	their	chamber	pots	(filled	with	water)	on	the	
heads of  our men as they entered the Fort via the front 

Dana Bearry awaits the 
Prince’s arrival at Oswego.

Prince Charles Edward Stewart, the Young Pretender, arrives by 
boat to lead the Scottish revolt to regain the British crown.

Photos courtesy of Dana Bearry
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gate. It was a hoot! 
Following the day’s battle, the ladies prepared the 

evening’s supper. The Prince joined us and a good time 
was had by all. Jeff  and Curt Bills spent time on guard 
duty and had to take turns during dinner so each could 
eat. There was a ceilidh following dinner, and many 
played	and	sang.	The	fiddler	was	excellent.	

 Sunday dawned sunny and clear. We prepared 
breakfast and milled about — it was a chance to relax 
and enjoy. Battle preparations for the day began just 
after lunch. This day would be ours. Every Scot, men 
and women, were called together just prior to the 
beginning of  the battle, and I felt very special to be 
included. Once the battle began, Nita and I took up a 
position where we might keep an eye on the visitors 
to the Fort, keeping them clear of  the battle area. We 
watched most of  the battle whilst crouching beside a 
wall of  the barracks. A perfect position to watch the 
Scots advance — an English soldier almost landed on 
top of  me when he jumped from a barracks window. 

 Jeff, Curt and a small retinue had the pleasure 
of  manning a small cannon, lugging it throughout the 
Fort,	up	onto	the	ramparts,	down	to	the	field,	back	
again.	It	was	loud	when	it	fired,	and	the	visitors	loved	
it	and	all	the	other	gun	fire,	shouting,	etc.	They	seemed	
to really get caught up in the excitement as much as the 
participants. By day’s end the English were escorted out 
of  the Fort. 

The Scots had won the day. Huzzah!
It took a bit of  coaxing to get Nita to go along, 

but she had such a good time we are making plans for 
next year’s “I am come home.” Jack, Jeff, Curt, Nita and 
I will be there next Labor Day weekend. I hope you can 
make it also.

“I am Come Home” 2009 will take place Sept. 5-6 at Fort 
Ontario Historic Site in Oswego, N.Y.

Each Labor Day weekend, living historians gather 
in Oswego, N.Y., to commemorate the 1745 
arrival of Charles Stuart in Scotland.

Florida participants this year included Jeff and 
Curt Bills (pictured center and left), Dana and 
Nita Bearry and National Cadet Jack McDonald.

The Prince is rowed ashore to begin the weekend’s events. After the 1745 uprising, Prince Charlie 
rowed away disguised as Flora McDonald’s maid. He never saw Scotland again.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Be aware that 2009 marks 250 years since Robert 
Burns, Scotland’s great poet, was born. To celebrate 
Scotland’s contributions to the world, the government 
is hosting Homecoming Scotland 2009. The 
yearlong	commemoration	is	Scotland’s	first-ever	
homecoming year. Events are planned throughout 
the country all year long. To learn more, visit www.
homecomingscotland2009.com.

Jan. 10  Southeast Florida Scottish Festival
  and Highland Games
  Fort Lauderdale
  www.sassf.org

Jan. 17-24 Alafia River Rendezvous
  (Early set-up starts Jan. 14)
  Homeland
	 	 www.floridafrontiersmen.org

Jan. 17-18 Central Florida Highland Games
  Winter Springs
	 	 www.flascot.com

Jan. 24-25 Hoggetowne Medieval Faire
Jan. 30-31 Gainesville
Feb. 1  http://gvlculturalaffairs.org and click 
  link under “Events”

Jan. 25  Burns Night
  Robert Burns’ 250th birthday

Feb. 12-15 Fort Foster Rendezvous
  Hillsborough River State Park
	 	 www.floridastateparks.org/
  hillsboroughriver/Events.cfm

Feb. 13-15 Olustee Battle Reenactment
	 	 Olustee	Battlefield	Historic	Site
	 	 www.floridastateparks.org/olustee/
  Events.cfm

Feb. 28  Northeast Florida Scottish Games
  Green Cove Springs
	 	 www.neflgames.com

Mar. 7-8 Zephyrhills Celtic Festival
  Zephyr Park
  www.zephyrhillscelticfestival.com

Mar. 20-21 Spring Fling 
  (Scottish Country Dancing)

Cocoa Beach
www.rscdsorlandobranch.org/
rscdsorlandobranch_005.htm

Mar. 21  Sarasota Highland Games
  Venice
  www.sarasotagames.org

Mar. 21  Scottish Heritage Day Encampment
  Battle of  Bloody Marsh
  Fort King George, Darien, Ga.
  www.gastateparks.org/fortkinggeorge

Apr. 3-5 Will McLean Music Festival
  Dunnellon
  www.willmclean.com

Apr. 4  Dunedin Highland Games
  Dunedin
  www.dunedinhighlandgames.com/
  games.html

Apr. 17-19 Loch Norman Games
  Rural Hill, NC
  www.ruralhill.net/loch.htm

May 7-9 Florida Frontier Days
  Charlotte Harbor
	 	 www.charlottecountyfl.com/Historical/
  events.asp

Sept. 5-6 “I Am Come Home”
  Fort Ontario, Oswego, NY
  http://nysparks.state.ny.us/sites/
  info.asp?siteID=9

TBD  Battle of  Culloden
  Fort Loudon, Pa.


