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Florida Sept

Countdown to Alafia River Rendezvous 2008

Among the anticipated highlights of this year’s 
Alafia River Rendezvous will be the installment of 
Don Boger Sr. (seen top right during August’s Fall 
Fling) as the new Florida Sept chief during the 
annual banquet Wednesday, Jan. 23. Jeff Bills, 
left, will become Sept cadet and chief-in-waiting.

 It’s mere days until the start of  the Alafia River 
Rendezvous — Florida’s premier mountain man event 
— and Clann Wolf  again has a full slate of  activities 
planned for state and national members in attendance.
 This year’s Alafia takes place in Homeland Jan. 
19-27, with early set-up starting Jan. 16. For Clann Wolf, 
however, the two big event days will be Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
and Wednesday, Jan. 23.
 But first, a meeting. Florida Sept members are 
invited to attend the Sept’s annual meeting at 2 p.m. 
Sunday near Curiosities Made. 
 Than, as in past years, Tuesday’s activities will 
kick off  just before 9 a.m. when Clann members are 
invited to participate in the parade of  tartans on the 
commons (see the Chief ’s Message on Page 2 for more 
information). The annual Highland Games for men 
and women will start about 9 a.m. and will be followed 
by the children and teen games that afternoon. Please 
check your gatebook for details, including the dress code 
guidelines for participants.
 Please be aware that Sept officers will be travel-
ing from tent to tent early in the week soliciting prizes 
for all the games. Many of  our members have been 
extremely generous in past years, providing excellent 
awards for our champions (for which the newsletter 
editor, in particular, is extremely grateful). If  you have 
something you think would be appropriate, please find 
Steve Vermilye, Don Boger or Jeff  Bills. They’ll appreci-
ate any help you can provide, including cash.
 The festivities continue Wednesday evening with 
the annual Scottish banquet, which will include the pass-
ing of  the feather from Florida Sept Chief  Steve Vermi-
lye to incoming chief  Don Boger Sr. (again, see Page 2 
for schedule and location information). Banquet tickets 
can be purchased from Pam McSheehy, who usually can 
be found near Curiosities Made across from the shoot-

ing range. Tickets are limited — dinner is usually capped 
at 100 guests, so buy your tickets early to ensure a seat.
 After dinner, Clann Wolf  members will be invit-
ed to gather either at the school tent or on the commons 
(weather permitting) for the annual ceilidh, which often 
includes traditional Scottish tunes, jokes and stories.



Dear Fellow Wolfies,
I hope all of  you had a happy and healthy 

holiday season! This will be my last formal article as your 
Sept Chief. First, let me say that it has been my pleasure 
and privilege to be your Chief. I have enjoyed my tenure 
and I look forward to the continued growth and good 
times under the coming 
leadership of  Don Boger 
as Chief  and Jeff  Bills as 
Cadet. I know they will do an 
extraordinary job of  leading 
the Sept to further greatness.

For those of  you who 
did not attend our annual Fall 
Fling in Lakeland at the end 
of  August, you missed a good 
time. Good food at Harry’s 
Seafood and then excellent 
music and drink at Molly’s Pub. A fun-filled evening was 
had by all. You should make every effort to attend this 
year. It is well worth the time to cavort with your fellow 
Sept members.

This coming Alafia River Rendezvous will also 
be an event not to be missed. As usual, we shall host 
the Scottish games early Tuesday morning. Let us form 
up for the parade at Missy Clark’s tent if  she can attend 
(and please wish Missy good health this season since she 
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FROM THE CHIEF

Chief Steve Vermilye

has had an operation), or in front of  Jack McDonald’s, 
the national Cadet, if  he has to act in Missy’s stead. 
From there we shall make the rounds of  the Commons 
and then commence the games in front of  the Hang-
Around Cafe at approximately 9 a.m. The games should 
last until about 11 a.m. or noon. The games for the 
tykes and teens will be later that afternoon, with the 
exact time to be announced at the morning Games. On 
Wednesday evening we shall have the Scottish Banquet 
for Clann Wolf. This year we shall have the “passing of  
the feather” from myself  to Don Boger. Tentative times 
include table setup starting at 3:30 p.m. and a social hour 
starting at 4:30. Food service will start at approximately 
5:30 p.m. The feast will be hosted by Jon Eldeen of  
Hang-Around Cafe. If  the weather cooperates, we shall 
do the usual setup in front of  his Cafe. If  not, we will 
look into using the pavilion at the top of  the commons 
like last year. Later that evening will be the ceilidh, which 
will be held either at the school tent (if  the weather 
is inclement or very cold) or on the commons at the 
bonfire circle. The final location will be determined at 
the banquet.

In closing, I would like to thank you all once 
again for the honor of  being your Chief  these last two 
years. I would like to wish you and yours a Happy New 
Year and I look forward to seeing all of  you at the Alafia 
this month.

— Stephen Vermilye
Sept Chief  of  Florida

Clann of  the Wolf

Time to Pay the Piper
 The Alafia River Rendezvous is the time to pay 
your dues to stay current with Clann Wolf. Annual mem-
berships expire each January, and anyone who has not 
paid will be removed from the national membership list 
as well as this mailing list.
 Dues are $15 per household — there is no extra 
fee for being a Florida Sept member. Please make checks 
payable to Clann Wolf.
 When you pay your dues, please make sure we 
have your correct address information — we’ve encoun-
tered a number of  bad addresses this year, and we hope 
to clean up the database. Likewise, please make sure we 
have your e-mail address so we can send out notices and 
invitations when events come up between newsletters.
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FROM THE CADET

Dana Bearry hosted a Scottish supper in Decem-
ber. Pictured with her is incoming Florida Sept 
Cadet Jeff Bills, who was later spotted sleeping 
off the evening’s effects next to the campfire. 

Dear Fellow Wolfies,
 On Saturday, Dec. 9, a group of  Wolfies 
gathered in Polk City to celebrate the holidays with a 
Scottish supper and enjoy some camaraderie. The party 
was graciously hosted by Dana Bearry and family. They 
had a great buffet of  delicious foods for all to feast 
upon. The haggis was piped in by Patricia Grady, and 
Ron Clark read Robert Burns’ “Address to a Haggis” 
(which was really quite good to my surprise!) There 
were plenty of  libations to keep things quite lively, to say 
the least. You know how the Wolfies can party! If  you 
missed the dinner, you missed a great time. If  you were 
there, when you see Dana “thoir taing dia” (Gaelic for 
“say thank you”).

After dinner, an exciting auction was held with 
Jack Keener serving as auctioneer. More than $300 was 
raised for the Florida Sept. A big thank you to all the 
bidders —some great items were really a bargain, and 
everyone had a great time.
 Alafia is just around the corner, and I can hardly 
wait. We can always use more help with the Highland 
games and the banquet. If  you would like to help, drop 
me an e-mail at dbogersr@embarqmail.com, or give me 
a call at 239-229-2924. I look forward to seeing you all 
this month. Happy New Year!

Alba Go Bragh.
Don Boger Sr.— 

Cadet, Florida Sept

Wolfies Enjoy a Fling
 Florida Sept members gathered in 
Lakeland again last August for the an-
nual Fall Fling at Harry’s Seafood Bar and 
Grille.
 Twenty or so members met for 
this year’s soiree, which besides din-
ner included an evening of  music and 
camaraderie at nearby Molly McHugh’s 
Irish Pub. The Sept was glad to share the 
evening with the local New World Celts.
 Among those in attendance, pic-
tured from left, were Charlie Chapman, 
Bob Blanchard and Pam McSheehy.
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c/o Cinnamon Bair
3428 N.W. 54th Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32606

EVENT CALENDAR
January
12  Southeast Florida Scottish Festival
  and Highland Games
  Fort Lauderdale
  www.sassf.org

19-20  Central Florida Highland Games
  Winter Springs
  www.flascot.com 

19-27  Alafia River Rendezvous
  (Early set-up starts Jan. 16)
  Homeland
  www.floridafrontiersmen.org

26-27  Hoggetowne Medieval Faire
Feb. 1-3  Gainesville
  http://gvlculturalaffairs.org and click on
  “Programs and Events”

31- Feb. 3 Fort Foster Rendezvous
  Hillsborough River State Park
  www.floridastateparks.org/
  hillsboroughriver/Events.cfm

February
15-17  Olustee Battle Reenactment
  Olustee Battlefield Historic Site
  www.floridastateparks.org/olustee/
  Events.cfm

23  Northeast Florida Scottish Games
  Green Cove Springs
  www.neflgames.com

March
1-2  Zephyrhills Celtic Festival
  Zephyr Park
  www.zephyrhillscelticfestival.com

27-29  Florida Frontier Days
  Charlotte Harbor
  www.charlottecountyfl.com/Historical/
  FloridaFrontierDays

29  Sarasota Highland Games
  Venice
  www.sarasotagames.org


